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NIC SKOVGAARD

Welcome
The Jackson County CEO program is part of an incredible movement that is happening across the Midwest 
that has the power to transform communities. As part of the Midland Institute for Entrepreneurship, these 
small groups of young entrepreneurs are coming together outside of school walls to learn real world skills, 
found companies, grow powerful networks and turn the traditional model of education upside down.

I could not be more proud to be a part of this program, and it has already had a profound effect on me, 
personally. It takes a commitment from our board of directors, mentors, investors and speakers to create this 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for these students. 

Programs that encourage entrepreneurship are worth investing in because they reward risk and failure. They 
teach lessons that are remembered and build skills on foundations of confidence that have to be earned to be 
real. They create the type of graduates that believe that they have the power to make a real difference, and 
I for one can’t think of any idea worth spreading more than inspiring youth who will go forward working to 
change the region and the world for the better. 

The results of the program are amazing, from handshakes and eye contact to networking and leadership, 
these entrepreneurial youth blow their peers out of the water after just a few months. Business leaders and 
parents watch as even the shyest kids find their voice, but it’s the students themselves who best summarize 
the impact that these life lessons have on them. It’s the confidence they find along the way, combined with the 
networks they build, that the communities investing in these programs are counting on to cultivate the next 
generation of leaders. 

They produce high school graduates with the skills to drive 
economic change in communities starving for it. These 
students’ stories are awe-inspiring in their own right, but 
together they represent a movement capable of changing the 
way we think about education by giving students the tools they 
need to succeed and the permission to fail. 

To all of those who have supported the program or selflessly 
given your time, I want to say thank you. You have had a far 
greater impact than you can possibly imagine. 

INVESTORS
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Jackson CEO Facilitator
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About Us

CEO is an entrepreneurship program that graduates young entrepreneurs with skills 
that are years ahead of their peers. Through the program, participants visit and 
tour local businesses, listen to and learn from guest speakers, learn how to write 

a business plan and how to start their own businesses. CEO entrepreneurs gain not only 
business knowledge, but also life skills such as public speaking, communication, teamwork, 
and problem-solving.

Our Mission: 
The Jackson CEO team is immersed in real-life learning experiences with the
opportunity to take risks, manage the results, and learn from the outcomes. We, as a 

CEO family, learn entrepreneurial skills and develop strengths conducive to the growth of our 
community. With the help of Jackson County business leaders, our facilitator, and investors, 
we will become competent future leaders.

Carbondale Chamber of Commerce
Egyptian Electric Cooperative
Elverado Education Foundation
Fager-McGee Commercial Construction
First Bank & Trust Company of 
Murphysboro
First Southern Bank
Heartland Mechanical
Kiwanis Club of Murphysboro

Murphysboro Chamber of Commerce
Silkworm
SIU Credit Union
Southern Illinois Healthcare
Southern Illinois University Carbondale - 
	 Office	of	Innovation	and	
 Economic Development
Southern Illinoisan/Lee Foundation
Wright Building & Design

INVESTORS
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Landon Buser is a junior at Elverado High School with a long track 
record of high performance. He has been top of his class for the 
last three years, all while taking dual-credit classes through John 
A. Logan College. Landon plays chess competitively on the state 
level. In the spring of 2019, he had the honor of being selected to 
play second seat for the team, which won first place and brought 
home a trophy at the tournament. Landon was presented with 
an award in 2017 in recognition of his courage, honor, leadership, 
patriotism, scholarship, and service. 

Chloe Barnes is a junior at Elverado High School. Her hobbies 
include softball, volleyball, and basketball. Her team has won 
regional titles the last two years. She was All-Conference, All 

South and All-State. Chloe enjoys spending her free time with her 
friends and family, and she loves to travel.

Dylan Eaton is a 16-year-old junior from Murphysboro, Illinois with 
a 3.8 GPA. One of Dylan’s hobbies is baseball, which he has been 

playing since he was five years old. Dylan also enjoys hunting 
pheasant and is a certified lifeguard, recieving

his verification from The Hub in Marion IL.  

ENTREPRENEURS
CHLOE BARNES 

LANDON BUSER 

DYLAN EATON
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DYLAN EATON

Aurora Flowers, president of her class at Murphysboro High 
School, works hard to maintain her 4.2 GPA. Aurora is  on the 
golf team, the track team and also an active member of the Key 
Club program. In her free time, she volunteers in her community 
in hopes to make her hometown a better place. After graduation, 
Aurora plans to attend Vanderbilt and one day become corporate 
counsel for a powerful business.

You may not see it right away, but Wyatt King is quite competitive. 
Wyatt is part of the Trico Trap team, where his squad won first 

place in the AIM Grand nationals in 2015. Wyatt’s FFA squad 
placed 2nd out of 40. This year, Wyatt joined the Trico Bass 

Fishing Team and is looking forward to fishing competitively 
all over southern Illinois. Wyatt spends the majority of his time 

outside of school working. He currently works at Wilson’s Funeral 
Home in Ava, IL, as well as O’Reilly Auto Parts in Chester, IL. 

Wyatt’s plan after high school is to enlist in the military.

AURORA FLOWERS 

WYATT KING

Gaige Lage is a junior at Trico High School and is very active 
in school activities and supporting his school. He has been an 
active member of the Trico High School band for the past five 
years and he won the award for Best Drum major during the 
2018 Murphysboro Applefest. Gaige has maintained a 4.5 GPA or 
higher every year throughout his school career, which made him 
eligible for advanced math and English classes beginning in 7th 
grade.

GAIGE LAGE 
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Madison May currently attends Trico Senior High School in 
Campbell Hill, Illinois. Despite her age, Madison has already been 
promoted at her job to a crew leader. She is in her school theater 
program and has been a lead in two plays and one musical. She 
has been in cheerleading since 2014 and was captain of her team 
from 2014-2016. In 2017,  her freshman year, she was awarded 
the Spirit Award for always being happy, working hard, and 
motivating her team to give 110%. When Madison graduates high 
school she plans attend college at SIUE and get her bachelor’s 
degree in English to become a teacher.

Kailey Sherman, a junior at Elverado high School, is the 
President of the Elverado FTA, a member of the Beta Club and a 
member of the National Honor Society of High School Scholars. 

She has earned high honors through her entire school career 
and is in the top five of her class. Kailey loves being out in 

nature, engaging in hobbies including hunting and fishing with 
her dad, who introduced her to these activities.

MADISON MAY

KAILEY SHERMAN

Miranda May is a junior at Elverado High School. She is the 
manager of the high school girls volleyball, basketball and softball 

teams. Miranda is one of the top five in her class and is a part of 
Beta Club, Outreach, FCA and FCCLA.

MIRANDA MAY
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Faith Svanda is a junior at Murphysboro High School where she 
is involved in several extracurricular activities like dance, all while 
maintaining an impressive GPA that has always stayed above 3.5. 
As a member of the 2020 CEO program, Faith is known for being 
a highly detail-oriented team player that is always ready to meet 
new people. “Faith immediately stood out as one of the hardest 
workers in the room,” says program facilitator Nic Skovgaard. 
“She is clearly very driven and organized, always busy taking 
notes during class.” Although Faith loves to dance, she has larger 
entrepreneurial aspirations and hopes to someday open her own 
daycare. Her favorite thing to do is spend time with family and 
friends. 

Grant Welten is a junior at Trico High School. He is currently 
involved in golf and trap at the school. He won the 2015 Grand 

Nationals for the SISA Trap Shoot and has won multiple awards 
for golf. He also has done landscaping for many years for 

Tri-County Realty. Grant’s hobbies are swimming, fishing and 
spending time with family. 

FAITH SVANDA

KAILEY SHERMAN

GRANT WELTEN

MIRANDA MAY
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YEARLY OVERVIEW

Utilizing speed 
networking to generate 

the right matches, 
each student was 

paired with a mentor, 
who helped them 

navigate the obstacles 
of starting a business 

and guided them 
through their CEO 

journey.

Each student was 
challenged to turn 
$1 into $100 in two 

weeks by buying 
low and selling high. 
The challenge was 

wildly successful with 
everyone completing 

the challenge. 

On Banker Day, each 
student pitched their 

business plan to three 
different lending 

officers from local 
banks. These real-life 
bankers determined if 
the plans should result 

in real-life loans.

MENTOR PAIRING 1-100 CHALLENGE BANKER DAY
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Due to the Covid-19 
pandemic that hit hard 
in the Spring of 2020, 
the CEO program was 
unable to participate 
in the Trade Show. In 
typical CEO fashion, 

the students adapted 
and promoted their 
businesses in a new 

way.

In lieu of a trade show 
this year, Jackson 

CEO hosted a Pitch 
Competition. Each 

student submitted a 
30-second elevator 

pitch for his/her 
business. 

Jackson CEO has 
grown exponentially 
due to the incoming 

members and 
continuing support. 
Every year, the CEO 

members visit the four 
participating schools 

to promote their 
program. 

TRADE SHOW PITCH COMPETITION LONGEVITY
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A huge part of the CEO experience is the creation 
of a class business. 
This year’s class decided to go big and host a 
murder mystery dinner. With months of hard work 
and planning, the Bad Santa Murder Mystery 
Dinner was a huge sucess. At the event, over 100 
guests got to enjoy a three-course meal, a silent 
auction and got to play a role in the show as they 
raced against time to solve the murder before 
police arrived.

MURDER MYSTERY DINNER

CLASS BUSINESS

10



11

- Travis Deterding
- Dennis Luger
- Brooke Guthman
- Shane Hemetz
- Aimee Wigfall
- Elizabeth Strusz
- Hanna Allan
- Aur Beck
- Clay Fuhrhop
- Justin Zurlinden
- Jesse Barge
- Ken Stoner
- Sarah Church
- Quincie McFarland
- Jake Coddington
- John Pfeifer
- Amy Tarr
- Breanna Whitley
- Tom Hovatter
- Steve Carter
- Chris Egelston
- Nate Jordan
- Kim Babington
- Kally Mayo
- Nicole Gray
- Josh Judge
- Larry Lovel
- Curtis Baird
- Kelcey Keith

- Analisa Parker
- Nancy Skovgaard
- Joe Crimmings
- Brody Walworth
- Leah Wagner
- Jeff McGoy
- Julian Watkins
- Kendall Boysen
- Dan Alcom
- Dr. Rakesh Chandra
- Steve Quinn
- Carl Rexroad
- Kasey Doerner
- Jennifer Marquard-  
  Gutierrez

GUEST SPEAKERS
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Business Tours

Highlights:
E.Claire Beauty & Wellness 
Collaborative
Owner Elizabeth Strusz, one of the staples of the 
Jackson CEO program, gives us a behind-the-
scenes tour.

Complete list of businesses toured throughout the year:
- Clover Roofing

- Egyptian Electric Cooperative Association

- Backwoods Axe Throwing

- First Bank and Trust Company of Murphysboro

- Cool Spoons

- McClure Engineering

- Banterra Bank

- Illinois Army National Guard Recruiting Office

- Today’s Technology

- SIU College of Business and Analytics

- Wright Building & Design

- Silkworm

- Wiffle Boy’s Pizza

- Fager-McGee Commercial Construction

- SIH Memorial Hospital of Carbondale

- Specialized Training for Adult RehabiliTation

- E. Claire Salon

- Country Financial

- Penn Aluminum

- Tri County Realty

- One Hot Cookie

- Murphy-Wall State Bank

SIU College of Business
During our tour of the College of Business, we 
learned about the unique experiences SIU has 
to offer, including the  Kraft Trading Floor where 
students get hands-on experience managing a 
multi-million dollar business.

12
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- E. Claire Salon

- Country Financial

- Penn Aluminum

- Tri County Realty

- One Hot Cookie

- Murphy-Wall State Bank

Banterra Bank
Mike Lewallen, Ben Craft and Shane Carsrud 
gave the students the Giant Vault Tour at 
Banterra Bank in Carbondale.

Silkworm
Long-time supporter of the Jackson CEO 
program, Silkworm’s Bob Chambers shares his 
story from humble beginnings to a multi-million 
dollar business. 

13



14

This year, Jackson CEO tried something new and 

launched	its	first	ever	Pitch	Competition.	An	event	

much like the ever popular show Shark Tank, this 

competition gave students a chance to demonstrate 

their newly developed public speaking skills as well as 

display their personal businesses that they had spent 

hours planning and developing. 

Students delivered their best 30 second business 

pitch and competed for over $500 in cash prizes

with guest judges and coaches representing

Southern Illinois small businesses, the Illinois Small 

Business Development Center at SIU, and Saluki 

Entrepreneur Corps. Jackson CEO had two students 

selected	who	moved	on	to	become	finalists	in	the	

Midland	Institute	for	Entrepreneurship’s	National	Pitch	

Competition where they had the chance to compete 

for over $2,500 in prize money!

PITCH COMPETITION
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PLACEHOLDERS

Landon Buser took 1st 
place with his pitch for 

his business, Date Knight, 
a date idea box delivered to 
your door!

Aurora Flowers asked 
judges to say “I Do” 

to the shoe, pitching 
unique, customized and 
comfortable wedding 
shoes!

Chloe Barnes took 3rd 
place with Chloe’s 

Confections, creating 
delicious sweet treats for 
everyone.

LANDON BUSER

1ST 2ND 3RD

AURORA FLOWERS CHLOE BARNES
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PARTICIPATING SCHOOLS 
CARBONDALE COMMUNITY 

HIGH SCHOOL

ELVERADO HIGH SCHOOL

MURPHYSBORO HIGH SCHOOL

TRICO HIGH SCHOOL
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LOCATIONS
WHERE WE ARE:

56
CEO
Programs
in the USA

(47 programs located in IL)

Over 2,000 Students

MURPHYSBORO HIGH SCHOOL
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JOHN PFEIFER (PRESIDENT)

NEIL HARGIS (SECRETARY)

CLAY FUHRHOP

LARRY LOVEL

KEN STONER (VICE PRESIDENT)

CHERYL BENN

CHRIS GRODE

MARY MECHLER

ALICIA LORENZ (TREASURER)

LORI KOESTER 

DARIN FAGER 

BOARD MEMBERS
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Students are selected through a defined process. Students 
must submit a written request for admission, letters of 
recommendation and complete an entrepreneurial profile.

THIS YEAR:
OPEN DATE: 1/23/2020
CLOSE DATE: 3/6/2020

CEO STATS
Application Process

129 38 16
requested 

information
applications

total
accepted

applications

RECORD NUMBER OF APPLICATIONS!

Become an Investor:
Jackson CEO Investors are the heart of Jackson CEO. Their annual investment of $1,000 provides the necessary resources 
for current-year facilitator salary and other expenses, while ensuring the sustainability of the Jackson CEO class for future 
students.
 
Investor commitments of site tours, being guest speakers and developing positive mentor relationships are critical to the 
success of Jackson CEO.

If you wish to become an investor, please send your donation to Jackson CEO at 1740 Innovation Dr. Carbondale IL, 62903.

You can also go online to https://www.jacksonceo.org/investors 



More Information: JacksonCEO.org
Facilitator@JacksonCEO.org


